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The regular public meeting of the Mountain View School District Board of Education was 
held this date in the board room at the elementary school.  The meeting was called to 
order at 7:15 P.M., by president, Mr. James Zick.  
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION   
 P- Mr. James W. Zick, President  P- Dr. Christine Plonski-Sezer   
 P- Dr. Todd L. Adams, 1st V.P. P- Mr. Thomas Stoddard 
 P- Mrs. Dava Rinehart-Cowan, 2nd V.P. P- Mr. Roy Twining 
 P- Mrs. Sondra E. Stine, Treasurer P- Mr. Elwood Williams 
 P- Mrs. Ellen B. Aherne P- Mrs. Diane Makosky, Secretary  
       (Non-Member) 
ADMINISTRATION  
 P- Dr. Andrew Chichura, Superintendent  P- Mr. Andrew Doster, Jr. /Sr. High School Principal 
 P- Mrs. Janice Finnochio, Business Manager P- Mr. Robert Presley - Elementary School Principal     
 A- Mrs. Laurie Cobb, Assistant Business Manager A- Mrs. Karen Voigt, Director of Curriculum & 
 P- Mrs. Susan Pipitone, Director of Special  Instruction/Federal Programs  
 Services   

 
Mr. Zick introduced new Board member Mr. Williams. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine, seconded by Mrs. 
Rinehart-Cowan, to approve the minutes of the March 19, 2012, the March 23, 2012, 
and the April 9, 2012, public meetings as presented. Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution 
#297 (9 yes) 
 
TREASURER REPORT AND CAFETERIA REPORT:  Mrs. Sondra Stine, Treasurer, 
reported as listed. Accepted as presented.  
 

FIRST HEARING OF VISITORS 
Mr. Lifford, South Gibson, questioned the change in the bus stop.  How was it changed 
before determining if it was a safe stop or not?  Why did it have to be changed? 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chairperson: Dava Rinehart-Cowan  

Committee Members: Thomas Stoddard, Ellen Aherne 
 
DISBURSEMENT CONFIRMATION/RATIFICATION:  The motion was made by Mrs. 
Rinehart-Cowan, seconded by Mrs. Stine, to confirm payment of the March 2012, 
General Fund Bill List, Debt Service Fund Bill List, Cafeteria Fund Bill List, and to ratify 
the payment of employee payroll, transportation contracts, fringe benefit payments, and 
fund transfers in the total amount of $1,984,084.74.  Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution 
#298 (9 yes) 
 
APPROVE LIST OF BILLS: The motion was made by Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, seconded 
by Mrs. Stine, to approve the list of bills for the April 2012, General Fund Bill List, and 
Cafeteria Fund Bill List in the total amount of $227,841.81.  Voting: Carried. Refer to 
Resolution #299 (9 yes) 
 
Mr. Twining questioned check #2206775 to Mountain View Cafeteria and check 
#22006778 to NEIU IDEA. 
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APPROVE REFUND OF TAXES PAID:  The motion was made by Mrs. Rinehart-
Cowan, seconded by Mrs. Stine, to approve a refund of taxes paid in the amount of 
$4,046.95 for school years 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009 to Crystal Lake Private Park, 
Inc., and include a copy of request in the board minutes as attached. Voting: Carried. 
Refer to Resolution #300 (9 yes) 
 
Dr. Chichura reviewed the refund of taxes with the solicitor. 
 
ACCEPT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, HIGH SCHOOL AND ATHLETIC STUDENT 
ACTIVITIES FINANCIAL REPORTS:  The motion was made by Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, 
seconded by Mrs. Stine, to accept the student activities financial reports for the Mountain 
View Elementary School, the Mountain View High School, the Mountain View Athletic 
Department, and the Mountain View High School Scholarship Fund for the quarter 
ending March 31, 2012, and to file for audit.  Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #301 
(9 yes) 
 
Mr. Twining asked if the class of 2012 has determined what to do with the balance in 
their account. 
 
APPROVE BUDGET TRANSFERS BETWEEN SUBFUNCTIONS:  The motion was 
made by Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, seconded by Mrs. Stine, to approve 2011-2012 budget 
transfers between subfunctions as presented. Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #302 
(9 yes) 
 
APPROVE BUDGET TRANSFERS BETWEEN FUNCTIONS:  The motion was made by 
Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, seconded by Mrs. Stine, to approve 2011-2012 budget transfers 
between functions as presented. Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #303 (9 yes) 
 
APPROVE SCHOOL BREAKFAST AND SCHOOL LUNCH PRICES FOR 2012-2013:  
The motion was made by Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan seconded by Mrs. Stine, to approve 
school breakfast and school lunch prices for 2012-2013 as follows:  
 High School Breakfast: student $1.10,  reduced $.30,  adult $1.60 
 High School Lunch: student $1.85,  reduced $.40,  adult $2.85   
 Elementary Breakfast:  student $1.10,  reduced $.30,  adult $1.60 
 Elementary Lunch:  student $1.60,  reduced $.40,  adult $2.85 
Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #304(9 yes) 
 
APPROVE ALA CARTE PRICES FOR 2012-2013:  The motion was made by Mrs. 
Rinehart-Cowan, seconded by Mrs. Stine, to approve the attached schedule of ala carte 
prices to reflect a 3% increase in ala carte revenue. Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution 
#305(9 yes) 
 
Mrs. Aherne had questions on what some of the ala carte items are.  She also does not 
approve of serving the flavored milk.  Information will be provided at the May meeting on 
the studies done on flavored milk. 
 
APPROVE OFFER VS. SERVE OPTION FOR THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FOR 
2012-2013:  The motion was made by Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, seconded by Mrs. Stine to 
approve offer vs. serve option for the elementary school for the 2012-2013 school year 
as presented. Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #306(9 yes) 
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APPROVE RENEWAL CONTRACT AND BUDGET FOR FOOD SERVICE 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY (FSMC):  The motion was made by Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, 
seconded by Mrs. Stine, to approve the renewal contract and budget for the fourth year 
of a FSMC contract with The Nutrition Group for the term of July 1, 2012, through June 
30, 2013, as presented.  Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #307(9 yes) 
 
PRESENTATION:  2012-2013 Budget presentations 
 1.   Elementary  
 2.    Secondary  
 3. Staffing with projected level of retirements and replacements 
 4. Projections for budget cuts to balance budget by Business Manager 
 
Mrs. Finnochio presented the proposed 2012-2013 elementary budget of $215,687.00.  
She noted the increase is for purchasing math textbooks. 
 
She presented the high school budget in the amount of $222,217.00, which is the same 
as last year. 
 
She presented the cost to up-grade to flat screen monitors and windows 7. This will be 
$144,766.00 some of which may come from this year’s budget. 
 
With the proposed changes this brings the deficit to approximately $370,000.00.  She 
suggested using some of the designated fund balance to pay for PSERS and health 
costs. 
 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
Chairperson: Sondra Stine  

Committee Members: Todd Adams, Roy Twining 
 
ADDITION TO SUBSTITUTE LISTS:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine, seconded 
by Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, to appoint the following to the substitute lists pending receipt 
of all documentation: 
a.  Brant Becker, 2 Fox Street, Carbondale, PA, certified in English 7-12, add to the 

secondary substitute list, 
b. Danielle Cady, 446 B Route 106, Greenfield, PA, certified in Art Education K-12, 

add to the elementary and the secondary substitute lists, 
c. Christopher Bianchi, 606 Gladiola Drive, Clarks Summit, PA, certified in K-12 

Health and Physical Education/Safety/Driver Education add to the elementary and 
the secondary substitute lists, 

d. James Hehn, PO Box 859, 100 Tree Top Circle, Greentown, PA, certified in Social 
Studies, add to the secondary substitute list,  

e. Michelle Allen, 191 Cottage Lane, New Milford, PA, certified in Social Studies and 
Special Education N-12, add to the Tutors/Homebound Instruction list only, 

Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #308(8 yes, 1 abstain) 
 
APPROVE RECALL OF ONE FURLOUGHED TEACHER:  The motion was made by 
Mrs. Stine, seconded by Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, to approve the recall of Jamie Janesky, 
holding certification in elementary, effective May 29, 2012. Voting: Carried. Refer to 
Resolution #309(8 yes, 1 abstain)  
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APPROVE 90-DAY LONG TERM SUBSTITUTE:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine, 
seconded by Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, to approve Janice Benedict as a 90-day long term 
substitute, at a prorated salary of $37,901.00, Step 1, Bachelors Column of the 2011-
2012 schedule, retroactive to March 29, 2012 (91st day), and benefits according to board 
policy as a result of her serving in the same High School position for more than 90 
consecutive days. Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #310(9 yes) 

 
APPROVE LONG TERM SUBSTITUTE:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine, 
seconded by Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, to approve Bridget Merritt as a long term substitute, 
at a salary of $160.00 per day, with benefits according to board policy, retroactive to 
April 10, 2012, as a result of her serving in the same high school position for more than 
30 consecutive days. Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #311(9 yes) 

 
APPOINT CAFETERIA/STUDY HALL MONITOR POSITION:  The motion was made by 
Mrs. Stine, seconded by Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, to appoint Tammy Swetter, of Clifford 
Township, PA to the 5 ¼  hours cafeteria/study hall monitor position at the high school 
effective April 24, 2012, with an hourly rate of $7.85 per hour and benefits according to 
Board policy and ESPA contract. Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #312(9 yes) 

 
APPOINT FOOD SERVICE POSITION:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine, seconded 
by Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, to appoint Annetta Carpenetti, of Nicholson, PA, to the 3 hour 
food service position at the elementary school effective April 24, 2012, with an hourly 
rate of $7.85 per hour and benefits according to Board policy and ESPA contract. Voting: 
Carried. Refer to Resolution #313(9 yes) 
 
AUTHORIZE ADVERTISING:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine, seconded by Mrs. 
Rinehart-Cowan, to authorize advertising for Basketball Cheerleading Advisor for the 
2012-2013 school year with applications due by May 14, 2012.  Voting: Carried. Refer to 
Resolution #314(9 yes) 
 
ACCEPT RESIGNATION:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine, seconded by Mrs. 
Rinehart-Cowan, to accept a letter of resignation from Elbert Seamans from his part-time 
maintenance/custodian position effective April 24, 2012, as presented.  Voting: Carried. 
Refer to Resolution #315(9 yes) 
 
ACCEPT RESIGNATION:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine, seconded by Mrs. 
Rinehart-Cowan, to accept the letter of resignation as of the last day of school in June 
2012, due to retirement, submitted by Susan J. Schaffer, as presented.  Voting: Carried. 
Refer to Resolution #316(9 yes) 
 
ACCEPT RESIGNATION:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine, seconded by Mrs. 
Rinehart-Cowan, to accept the letter of resignation as of the last day of school in June 
2012, due to retirement, submitted by Cynthia A. Oakley, as presented.  Voting: Carried. 
Refer to Resolution #317(9 yes) 
 
ACCEPT RESIGNATION:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine, seconded by Mrs. 
Rinehart-Cowan, to accept the letter of resignation as of June 30, 3012, due to 
retirement, submitted by Keith E. Baker, Jr., as presented.  Voting: Carried. Refer to 
Resolution #318(9 yes) 
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ACCEPT RESIGNATION:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine, seconded by Mrs. 
Rinehart-Cowan, to accept the letter of resignation from his part-time 
custodian/maintenance position retroactive to April 21, 2012, submitted by Nicholas 
Lewis, as presented.  Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #319(9 yes) 
 
AUTHORIZE ADVERTISING:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine, seconded by Mrs. 
Rinehart-Cowan, to authorize advertising for part-time and substitute 
custodian/maintenance position with applications due by May 14, 2012.  Voting: Carried. 
Refer to Resolution #320(9 yes) 
 

POLICY COMMITTEE 
Chairperson: Christine Plonski-Sezer 

Committee Members: Ellen Aherne, Roy Twining  
 
FIRST READING:  First reading of the following revised policy: #201 Admissions of 
Students.  

 
FIRST READING:  First reading of the following revised policy: #006 Meetings.  
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS 
Dr. Chichura said he and some Board members attended the legislative meeting last 
Thursday. 

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS 

Mr. Doster reported we had two students make the 2012 Superstar Scholastic Team; 
Arts Alive is April 25th; PSSA started today for science; and the wrestling mat would be 
$9,000.00. 
 
Mr. Presley said PSSA starts Tuesday; Channel 16 is coming to do a segment on Good 
Morning PA; the state regulations go into effect on May 1, 2012, and there are 
approximately 70 student’s still requiring vaccinations. 
 
Mrs. Pipitone said we have a lot of wonderful teachers that are retiring this year.  She 
wanted to especially thank Sue Schaffer for her dedication to the students. 

FEDERAL PROGRAMS UPDATE 

No report 

 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 Chairperson: Todd Adams 
Committee Members: Christine Plonski-Sezer, Sondra Stine 

 
APPROVE CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE:  The motion was made by Dr. Adams, 
seconded by Mrs. Stine, to approve the Conference attendance requests for: 
a. Donna Porter, Andrew Doster, Jamie White, Abby Barrett, Ernie Griffis, Holly 

James, Terri Kelsey, Brenda Sinkovich, Brion Stone, Rose Williams, on 
Thursday and Friday, May 3 & 4, 2012, to attend Olweus Initial Training (Required 
component of Board approved anti-bullying program), NEIU #19, Archbald, PA, with 
cost estimated at $1,500.00 total for 2 day training paid by NEIU #19, $510.00 
professional substitutes, $93.00 support staff substitute, 
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Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #321(9 yes) 
 
APPROVE FIELD TRIP ATTENDANCE:  The motion was made by Dr. Adams, 
seconded by Mrs. Stine, to approve field trip attendance requests for: 
a. Erin Rupp, Alexandria Konsur, (7 Students), on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, 

May 13, 14, & 15, 2012, to attend the PA Jr. Academy of Science State Competition, 
Penn State, Main Campus, with cost estimated at $1,935.00 registration, $340.00 
substitute,  

b. Kelly Richmond, Jamie White, (100 Students), on Tuesday, June 12, 2012, to 
attend the Senior Picnic, Lackawanna State Park, with cost estimated at $142.00 
bus, (to be paid by Senior Class) 

c. Kelly Richmond, Karen Bolcavage, Judy Naniewicz, (13 students), on Friday, 
May 4, 2012, to attend the Life Skills Prom (1950’s themed prom), Lackawanna Trail 
High School, with cost estimated at $479.00 limo, (to be paid by Life Skills Activities 
Account), 

d. Kelly Richmond, Diane Supancik, Karen Bolcavage, Melissa Berish, Judy 
Naniewicz, (13 Students), on Wednesday, April 25, 2012, (April 26, 2012 rain-date), 
to attend the Special Olympics Track and Field Meet, Tunkhannock Area School 
District, with cost estimated at $162.48 bus,  

e. Diane Supancik, Kelly Richmond, Karen Bolcavage, Debbie Andzulis, Judy 
Naniewicz, Melissa Berish, (13 Students), on Friday, April 20, 2012, to visit the 
Historic Steamtown Museum/Steamtown Mall, Steamtown National Park, Scranton, 
PA, with cost estimated at $184.35 bus,  

f. Michael Talabiska, (7 Students), on Friday, April 20, 2012, to attend Envirothon 
Prep Day, Mountain View High School and Talabiska Woodlot, with cost estimated at 
$22.30 van, $85.00 substitute, (District Van is scheduled) 

g. Michael Talabiska, (50 Students), on Thursday, May 3, 2012, to attend the 
Susquehanna County Envirothan Competition, Campy Archibald, Brooklyn, PA, with 
cost estimated at $85.00, 

h. Karen Voigt, Susan Gesford, Mary Ann Tranovich, Karen Krizauskas, Katie 
Holzman, (16 Students), on Thursday, May 17, 2012, to attend the NPCTM Math 
Contest, Marywood University, with cost estimated at $129.95 bus, $128.00 
registration, $340.00 substitute, 

i. Kelly Richmond, Karen Bolcavage, Judy Naniewicz, (9 Students), on Monday, 
May 1, 2012, to attend the Vo-Tech Exploration at Susquehanna County CTC, Elk 
Lake School District, Dimock, PA, with cost estimated at $70.40 mileage,   

j. Kelly Richmond,  Diane Supancik, Karen Bolcavage, Melissa Berish, Debbie 
Andzulis, Judy Naniewicz, (13 Students), on Friday, May 25, 2012, to attend the 
Lackawanna State Park End of the Year Picnic, Lackawanna State Park, North 
Abington Township, with cost estimated at $162.48 bus, $72.00 mileage, $42.50 
substitute, (District Car is Scheduled) 

k. Anthony Borgia, (40 Students), on Tuesday, May 15, 2012, to attend the 24th 
Annual Teen Symposium on the Holocaust, Sette La Verghetta Center for 
Performing Arts, Marywood University, with cost estimated at $195.60 bus, $15.00 
registration, $85.00 substitute,  

l. Cheryl Decker, Joy Bognatz, George Paterno, (19 Pre-K Students and 19 
Parents), on Wednesday, May 30, 2012, to visit the Discovery Center, Binghamton, 
NY, with cost estimated at $219.99 bus, $164.00 entrance fee, (Pre-K Grant) 

m. Add Brenda Sinkovich to the following trip approved on March 19, 2012: Karen 
Voigt, Peter Regeski, Shirley Granger, (24 Students), on Wednesday May 2, 
2012, to attend the 2012 Reading Competition, Western Way High School, with cost 
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estimated at $209.90 bus, $80.00 registration,  
n. Patricia Dietrich, Mel Lasher, Becky Howell, Deirdre Hobart (Life Skill 

Students), on Thursday, May 31, 2012 (rain-date-Friday, June 1, 2012), to visit the 
Lackawanna State Park, Dalton, PA with no cost to the district, (Transportation 
provided by NHS) 

Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #322(9 yes) 
 
Mrs. Aherne questioned why field trip (g) does not have a bus scheduled to go.  Mr. 
Williams questioned field trip (l). 
 
APPROVE HOME STUDIES STUDENT(S):  The motion was made by Dr. Adams, 
seconded by Mrs. Stine, to approve the following home studies student(s) for five (5) 
hours of instruction per week or hours in compliance with their IEP:   
 Student Number Start Date Estimated Ending Date 

 a.   #23057 3/1/2012 remainder of 2011-
2012 school year 

 b. #14073 3/30/12 5/31/12 
 c. #16151 2/7/12 4/13/12 
Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #323(9 yes) 
 
APPROVE SUBMISSION OF RACE TO THE TOP TEACHER EFFECTIVENESS 
GRANT:  The motion was made by Dr. Adams, seconded by Mrs. Stine, to approve the 
submission of the Race to the Top Teacher Effectiveness Grant for the 2012-2013 
school year.  Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #324(9 yes)  
 
APPROVE SUBMISSION OF 21ST CENTURY COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTERS 
GRANT:  The motion was made by Dr. Adams, seconded by Mrs. Stine, to approve the 
submission of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant for the 2012-2013 
school year. Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #325(9 yes)  
 
APPROVE EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR PROGRAM AND DATES:  The motion was 
made by Dr. Adams, seconded by Mrs. Stine, to approve the Extended School Year 
Program for 2012 as follows: July 9, 10, 11, 12; July 16, 17, 18, 19; July 23, 24, 25, 26; 
July 30, 31; August 1 and 2.  Four days each week starting at 8:30 A.M. and ending at 
12:00.  Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #326(9 yes) 
 

BUILDING AND SITE COMMITTEE 
Chairperson: Roy Twining 

Committee Members: Elwood Williams, Dava Rinehart-Cowan 
 
Mr. Twining noted there is a problem with the pipe connecting the two schools.  This 
involves the heating.  It will be fixed when school is out. 
 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
Chairperson: Elwood Williams 

Committee Members: Dava Rinehart-Cowan, Todd Adams 
 
AUTHORIZE ADVERTISING:  The motion was made by Mr. Williams, seconded by Mrs. 
Stine, to authorize advertising for car/van contractors for the 2012-2013 fiscal year 
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including a wheel chair/handicapped accessible van, with applications due by May 31, 
2012.  Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #327(9 yes) 

 
APPROVE PARENT DRIVER:  The motion was made by Mr. Williams, seconded by 
Mrs. Rinehart-Cowan, to approve Corey Gesford, 4302 State Route 2014, Clifford 
Township, PA, 18421, as parent driver for the 2011-2012 school year at the current IRS 
rate, starting April 30, 2012. Voting: Carried. Refer to Resolution #328(9 yes) 
 
Kathy McHenry questioned why parents are being paid to drive their children to school. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Discussion for revising the bus routes for 2012-2013. 
Dr. Chichura asked the Board if the administration has their support to revise the bus 
routes for 2012-2013.  He would like to start picking up students on the outskirts and 
work their way toward the school.  They will also be looking at walking routes.  Mr. 
Stoddard mentioned they needed to be careful.  You need to keep the miles up to keep 
the drivers. 
 
Tammy Swetter, Clifford Township, asked if there is any law regarding the amount of 
time a student can be on the bus. 

 
LABOR RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Chairperson: Thomas Stoddard 
Committee Members: Ellen Aherne, Dava Rinehart-Cowan, Sondra Stine, 

Christine Plonski-Sezer-Alternate 
 

NEW BUSINESS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 
Mr. Twining asked how many students the NEIU transports (special education and early 
intervention).  Have we looked at the cost of the IU vs. parent?  He also question the 
information received on the I Safe letter.  This is to teach online safety and could affect 
the e-rate funding.  The training will begin with the 2012-2013 school year. 
 

SECOND HEARING OF VISITORS 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION   

Announcement by the Board President of executive sessions held and/or scheduled 
prior to the next meeting. 

 HELD 
  Monday, April 9, 2012, 6:30 P.M. to 7:15 P.M. – Personnel 
 SCHEDULED  
  Monday, April 23, 2012 – 6:30 P.M. and following public meeting 
  Wednesday, April 25, 2012 – 7:00 P.M.  
  Monday, May 14, 2012 – 6:30 P.M. and following public meeting 
  Monday, May 21, 2012 – 6:30 P.M. and following public meeting 
 
ADJOURN:  The motion was made by Mrs. Stine to adjourn the meeting at 8:59 P.M. 
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 Diane Makosky 
 Secretary 
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